Gerald Hansen
November 24, 2018

Dr. Gerald Maxfield Hansen was born in Grand Junction, Colorado on April 18, 1937. He
grew up in the town of Salida, CO and all his life retained a love for the railways for which
his father had worked. After finishing high school in Salida, he moved with his parents to
Salt Lake City. He enrolled as an engineering major at the Colorado School of Mines but
soon decided to pursue his interest and talent as an organist. He received both a
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Organ Performance from Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois. He went on to take temporary positions at Manchester University and
Luther College, where he met Sharyl DeSeve: November 2018 marked their 52nd
anniversary. Gerald spent two years as a Fulbright Scholar studying organ in
Copenhagen, Denmark and that study imparted a lasting love of Denmark to the whole
family.
Gerald then received his doctorate in organ performance and literature from the Eastman
School of Music and became professor of music and college organist at Keuka College in
the Finger Lakes of New York. From there he became the chair of the music department at
Schenectady County Community College, where he taught for 21 years. He was
especially proud of having fostered and grown the music department. Under his
leadership, Music became the first department at SCCC to hold national accreditation,
laying the foundations and setting its direction for decades to come. He was especially
loved as a teacher of music theory and for the care that he gave to all the students under
his tutelage.
Dr. Hansen was also a master organist and choir director, notably at Incarnate Word
(Rochester, NY), St. Paul’s Lutheran (Albany, NY), Good Shepherd Lutheran (Glenville,
NY) and Trinity Methodist (Albany, NY). He gave organ recitals nearly every year at many
of the notable instruments in the Capital Region of New York and elsewhere. His love of
music is one of the threads that was and is a constant to his family.
Gerald and Sharyl retired to Cookeville to be near their son and his family about ten years
ago.
Gerald died peacefully in the early morning on November 24, 2018. He is loved and

missed by his wife Sharyl, daughter Kristen, son Jeremy, grandchildren Emily and Erik,
and his sister Sandra, as well as cousins, nephews and their families. His gentle smile,
family stories, and love are clear in our hearts.
A private service for the family will be held with a pending date. Donations in his memory
may be made to a scholarship fund at SUNY Schenectady in his honor, to: SCCC, 78
Washington Avenue, Schenectady, New York 12305, attn: Foundation.
Hooper Huddleston and Horner Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. (931)5266111 Share your thoughts and memories at www.hhhfunerals.com

Comments

“

I was shocked to see Gerry's photo in the paper. I never called him Gerald.
I think most of us at First Presbyterian Church in Cookeville knew him by that
nickname.
I had meant to go see him when I realized he had been missing from his second to
the front row pew on the right. I never expected not to see him again.
Gerry was a one of the warmest people I have known, always greeting me and
engaging in questions about my family and me. He always seemed sincerely
interested
in me. He knew I was a music and organ lover, so I was one of his fans when it came
to supporting the " save the organ" (my words) program at Bryan Fine Arts Building
at Tennessee Technological University here in Cookeville. We also fought together to
keep the pipe organ at First Pres., but the costs made it impossible.
He was so proud of his grandchildren, first Emily. I remember the terrible stress we
went through when Emily's health as a baby was tenuous. And of course then Eric.
As Gerry's health slowly began to fail despite his forever cheerfulness, I was aware
of how much he leaned on Sharyl, who never ceased to amaze me by how much she
did in the church in the deacons and reading liturgy while taking care of Gerry.
He was a great friend, and I will miss him dearly. Warmly, Sam Glasgow

Samuel Glasgow - November 30, 2018 at 10:31 PM

“

Dear Sharyl:
We so remember one day at Keuka College and hearing a fantastic organ recital by
Gerald...The Finger Lakes such a gorgeous setting. We were so excited when we
touched bases again when you moved to Cookeville. Gerald was a true gentlemen,
friendly, polite always leaving us with warm feelings. We shall truly miss him.
We offer our deepest sympathies for your loss.
Fondly,
Gene and Jo Palmer

Gene and Jo Palmer - November 30, 2018 at 03:27 PM

“

Dear Sharyl and Family,
When I heard that Gerald had past, my heart broke again. I will always remember
Gerald sitting at Grandad’s organ playing. He definitely had a gift from God! I know it
is not easy losing a loved one, but it will get better. Words can’t wipe away your
tears. Hugs won’t ease your pain. But hold on to your memories. Forever they’ll
remain.
Love to you all!
Mary DeSeve

Mary DeSeve - November 29, 2018 at 09:12 AM

