L. Dean Moore
January 13, 2019

Long time Cookeville attorney, L. Dean Moore, died peacefully surrounded by his family
on Sunday afternoon January 13, 2019 at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
He was born on Saturday December 20, 1941 in Nashville, Tennessee to the late Leroy
Bush Moore and the late Anne Dean Moore.
Dean graduated from Hillsboro High School in Nashville and obtained both his
undergraduate degree and law degree at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. After
law school, he served as a Captain in the United States Army JAG Corps. where he
practiced law in the appellate division before the United States Court of Military Appeals.
Dean was stationed in Washington, DC for three years and frequently entertained family
and friends with stories from his time in Washington, DC.
Dean moved back to Cookeville, Tennessee where he was the senior partner at Moore,
Rader, Fitzpatrick and York law firm from 1968 until the time of his death. He was a
tenacious advocate who enjoyed representing his clients and being a mentor to the other
partners in the law firm, growing his law firm to be the largest in the Upper Cumberland.
After moving to Cookeville, Dean joined the Jaycees and Rotary where he was a member
for several years. He also served on the Symphony Board for the Bryan Symphony
Orchestra. He was a member of First United Methodist Church and loved attending the
Disciple classes on Wednesday nights.
As an avid fan of the University of Tennessee football program, he held season tickets for
over 50 years and traveled throughout the southeast to attend games.
In 1993, Dean met the love of his life, Lavonda Rhoton Britton, whom he married four
years later on July 25, 1997 in Cookeville. Their lives together were filled with laughter and
joy and the unconditional love of family.

Dean's proudest accomplishment was raising his two children, Lane Moore and Lara
Moore Mowery, and helping raise his five grandchildren Aidan and Adeleine Moore, and
Andrew, Benjamin, and Jacob Mowery.
Gardening and traveling the world were his life long passions. He planted acres of
daffodils, tulips, iris, lilies and wildflowers that were the backdrop for photography sessions
for his friends and neighbors throughout Middle Tennessee. He traveled throughout the
world with his wife, children, grandchildren, brother, nephew and friends.
His family includes his wife, Lavonda Moore, his son, Lane Moore and wife Shannon of
Cookeville, his daughter Lara Moore Mowery and husband Joel of Knoxville, his five
grandchildren, Aidan and Adeleine Moore, Andrew, Benjamin, and Jacob Mowery, his
brother David (Ann) Moore of Franklin, his brother Richard Moore of Franklin, his sister
Lee Ann Young of Brentwood, his sister-in-law Mary (Larry) Harris of Baxter, his sister-inlaw Joyce (Barnie) Weaver of Wartrace, his brother-in-law Douglas Rhoton of Baxter, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral Services will be held at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday January 19, 2019 at the First
United Methodist Church in Cookeville, TN. Interment with military honors will follow at
Nash Cemetery. Rev. Rob Wheeler will officiate.
The family will receive friends from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Friday, January 18, 2019 at
Hooper, Huddleston and Horner Funeral Home in Cookeville and from 11:00 a.m. until the
time of the service at the church on Saturday, January 19, 2019.
Pallbearers will be Jim Hicks, Daniel H. Rader III, Daniel H. Rader IV, Davis Watts, Dr.
David Draper, Dr. Tom Lawrence, and Mike Dwyer. Honorary Pallbearers will be the
employees of Moore, Rader, Fitzpatrick, and York law firm and the First United Methodist
Church Wednesday night Disciple class.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Cookeville First United Methodist
Church 165 East Broad Street Cookeville, Tennessee 38501.
Hooper Huddleston and Horner Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. (931)5266111 Share your thoughts and memories at www.hhhfunerals.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hooper Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home & Cremation Service - January 24 at 04:33 PM

“

Lavonda, our deepest condolences, dear friend, on the loss of your wonderful
husband, Dean. We wish we could have spent more time with the two of you, but
living so far apart did not afford us that opportunity. We are so glad we were able to
visit with you at your beautiful home just a few short years ago, however--to see
Dean's lovely flowers, and to learn how much he enjoyed eating cherry pie. :-) We
know he is now at rest, free from every care, and all pain, and just maybe enjoying
the best piece of cherry pie ever.
May God's love surround you, Lavonda, providing comfort and restful peace, and the
strength you need to endure a deep and painful loss.
Our love, and many prayers,
Robert and Gail Brady

Robert and Gail Brady - January 20 at 12:42 AM

“

Sad to hear of the passing of the best attorney ever. When I was 17 a car crossed
into my lane and hit me headon. Almost killed me. Dean was my lawyer and wouldn't
take anything from my settlement. He said the guy had insufficient coverage and I
deserved all of it. Years later I used him as my attorney in another matter. He was
masterful in the courtroom. I saw him working the auctioneers at an auction for an
estate. He pushed them to get every penny they could. He had them shuffling their
feet and looked at me and said Mike, didn't you hear someone say they would
guarantee this amount. I laughed and said yes Dean, i slapped my billfold like they
did 2 days earlier and reminded them they said if it didnt bring that amount they
would buy it. It ended up going for more LOL. On court days we would walk from his
office to the courthouse. He would remark how he truly enjoyed helping people. .
One day he asked me if I would ever consider allowing him to speak at church.
Before I could answer another person interrupted us. The subject didn't come up
again. If I could go back I would have brought it up. Rest in Peace Dean. You ran a
great race and helped a lot of folks along the way.

Michael Madden - January 19 at 11:11 PM

“

Lavonda so sorry for your lost . Keeping you in my thoughts and prayers.

Sherry Smith - January 19 at 09:01 PM

“

Cindy Loftis lit a candle in memory of L. Dean Moore

Cindy Loftis - January 18 at 07:18 PM

“

James & Cindy Lafever lit a candle in memory of L. Dean Moore

James & Cindy Lafever - January 18 at 07:03 PM

“

Rita Finley lit a candle in memory of L. Dean Moore

Rita Finley - January 18 at 04:29 PM

“

Lavonda and family, will regrettably be unable to attend Dean's visitation or funeral,
but wanted to express my sincere sympathy to you and your family. Though it's been
several years since I saw the two of you, you were both always so happy together,
and Dean was such a wonderfully kind and generous individual. My thoughts and
prayers are with you.

Nancy (Nixon) Hambrick - January 18 at 01:46 PM

“

Dean was someone I greatly admired. I tried cases with and against Dean. He was
always a worthy adversary and a great partner when we worked on the same side.. I
respected his integrity, insightful mind and his sense of humor. Any time I would drive
through Cookeville I would always drop by his office to enjoy his company. I
remember the time I tried one of many cases in Cookeville when opposing counsel
had my car towed from the courthouse. Somehow Dean found out about it and he
dropped what he was doing and immediately came to the courthouse to tell me and
then drive me to where my car was being hidden. His brother Richard was my law
partner (and I tried to call him but I know longer have his phone number to express
my condolences) and I remember thinking when I hired Richard if he is half as good
a lawyer and person as Dean it would be a wonderful relationship. Richard and I
were partners for at least 20 years and that is a testimony to a good decision I made
based on my knowledge and respect for Dean.
Regretfully I will be unable to attend Dean's visitation and funeral.
Larry Levine
Nashville

Larry Levine - January 17 at 04:08 PM

“

Nannette, Gina, Carson & Auguste Brown purchased the Sentiments of Serenity
Spray for the family of L. Dean Moore.

Nannette, Gina, Carson & Auguste Brown - January 17 at 03:28 PM

“

Prayers

Ginger Smith - January 16 at 07:29 PM

“

Bettie & Gordon Presley lit a candle in memory of L. Dean Moore

Bettie & Gordon Presley - January 16 at 05:13 PM

“

Mr. Moore was dear friends with my Mom and Dad. He was very much respected in
many surrounding counties , especially Putnam.

Wilma Brown - January 16 at 04:51 PM

“

Dean, you have been a very close friend for 60+ years, grade school, high school,
Univ of Tennessee, and ever since. Your strong presence, wit, and friendship are
truly missed. Our sincere sympathy to Lavonda and the family at this time. We are so
glad the Moore family had their close time together for their recent Family Reunion at
their home in Cookeville and Germany/Austria trip to go with their many happy family
memories.
JIm & LaDonna Suttle

Jim & LaDonna Suttle - January 16 at 04:12 PM

“

Jim & LaDonna purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of L. Dean
Moore.

Jim & LaDonna - January 16 at 03:43 PM

“

Marilyn Dishman lit a candle in memory of L. Dean Moore

Marilyn Dishman - January 16 at 01:12 PM

“
“

My Prayers go out to family, may God be with you during this time.
Marilyn - January 16 at 01:14 PM

I was very sorry to hear about Dean passing, a long time friend and fellow lawyer. John
Officer
John Officer - January 17 at 07:59 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of L. Dean Moore.

January 16 at 12:34 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of L. Dean Moore.

January 16 at 12:15 PM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of L. Dean Moore.

January 16 at 11:26 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

James Suttle - January 16 at 09:57 AM

“

Sorry to hear about your loss i waited on dean and the rest of guys on sat morning
Elizabeth A Allen - January 19 at 07:52 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of L. Dean Moore.

January 16 at 08:53 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of L. Dean Moore.

January 15 at 04:02 PM

“

I last saw Dean at Breakfast with the "gang" on Saturday a couple of weeks ago.
Dean was unique and will be missed. Prayers to his family during this period of
mourning.
Pat Bagley

Pat Bagley - January 15 at 11:18 AM

