Rev. Dr. Cortley Hugh Burroughs II
May 4, 2019

On Wednesday, August 29, 2018, the Rev. Dr. Cortley Hugh Burroughs II, passed away
near his home in Berkeley, California, at the age of 72.
Hugh was born on February 21, 1946 in Chattanooga, Tennessee to the Rev. Dr. Cortley
Hugh and Kathleen Davis Burroughs. He graduated from Drake University, Des Moines,
Iowa in 1968 and received a Doctorate of Ministry in 1979 from San Francisco Theological
Seminary, San Anselmo, California. On June 9, 1979, he married Gail Emily Lee. They
raised two sons, John and Robert.
Hugh served the Presbyterian Church (USA) as a faculty member and Director of Church
Relations at SFTS, as well as on the General Assembly Council of the national church.
His chairmanship of the Property Committee led to an active, years-long ministry involving
the denomination’s schools and hospitals in Pakistan. For 30 years, he produced and
hosted a monthly program, “Mosaic,” for KPIX-CBS TV in San Francisco.
Hugh was primarily a pastor. He served congregations in Oakland, El Cerrito, San
Francisco and Santa Monica in California and First Presbyterian Church, Roswell, New
Mexico where he retired as Pastor Emeritus in 2012.
He was predeceased by his grandparents W.C. and Nettie Davis of Cookeville, Tennessee
and Hugh and Ethel Burroughs of Jasper, Tennessee and his parents, Cortley and
Kathleen Davis Burroughs of Alton, Illinois. He is survived by his wife, Gail; his sister,
Kathryn; his stepsons John and Robert; his grandsons, Theodore and Hampton as well as
aunts, cousins, nieces, nephews and a host of long-time friends.
Rev. Burroughs’ ashes will be interred with those of his parents at the Cookeville City
Cemetery, Cookeville, Tennessee on May 11, 2019. The liturgy will be read by the Rev.
Sue Fisher, Covenant Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles, California. The service will be
private.
Hooper-Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements (931)526-6111.
Share memories and condolences at hhhfunerals.com.

Comments

“

Deb Burroughs lit a candle in memory of Rev. Dr. Cortley Hugh Burroughs II

Deb Burroughs - December 22, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

Melanie Franklin lit a candle in memory of Rev. Dr. Cortley Hugh Burroughs II

Melanie Franklin - November 13, 2019 at 01:25 AM

“

He will never know how much he impacted my life in the short time I spent with him.....God
truly put Hugh and Gail in my pathway for a reason. I will never forget him or his beautiful
strong courageous wife!
Melanie - November 13, 2019 at 01:27 AM

“

Hugh and I became pals at Drake University, after his his mother, my prep school English
teacher, had told me to look for her son, who would also be there. Meeting at a pledge
class mixer, once we'd shared our names, Hugh said, "Well, Sis!"
"Brother Hugh!" Due to our common surname, I suspect some class mates thought we
were really siblings, because it was "Sis" and "Brother Hughie" from then on!
Years later, when we were both in California, my having abandoned the journalism career
for the airline life, Hugh told me how important it was to his mother that I be her dinner
guest, IN HER HOME! I made my way to El Cerrito, where I enjoyed a magical evening,
one that I'll cherish forever. What a gift to relate not as student to teacher, but as long time
friends remembering days gone by.
Sadly, I seemed to lose track of Hugh and Gail during their time in Roswell, and was greatly
sorrowed to find this this today. Farewell to the brother I never had... I am shedding a few
tears right along with you.
I'm so sorry to hear of Hugh's passing, and send my heartfelt condolences to the entire
Burroughs family. You have been richly blessed to have such a gem of a man in your lives!

You will all be one again in Christ's perfect love!
God Bless you, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord,
Deb Burroughs, Drake Class of 1968
Valley Center, CA
Deb Burroughs - December 22, 2019 at 10:04 PM

