Jan Jordan
January 6, 2019

After a life well-lived and full of love, Janet Elaine Parsons Jordan passed away in the
early morning of January 6th, 2019 with her husband and her son by her side.
She was born on January 7th, 1958 in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, to Rebecca and Dudley
Parsons. The family moved to Livingston, TN shortly after her birth. At age seven, she and
her siblings moved into Happy Haven Children’s Home. Though her early life was marked
with hardship, she learned quickly how to better her own life and the lives of those she
encountered.
She attended Cookeville schools in her youth, until graduating from Livingston High
School. As a cheerleader and member of the debate team, Jan never missed an
opportunity to make her voice heard and her opinion known. She married Robert
Huddleston shortly after high school, and attended Tennessee Tech University, where she
earned a degree in Chemistry. Shortly after graduation, she moved to Norman, Oklahoma,
where she also earned a nursing degree from the University of Oklahoma. She returned to
Cookeville with her newborn son in 1985.
She remarried in 1986, and Jan’s brightest days were spent with her husband, Charles
‘Chuck’ Jordan. In him she found her match in biting wit, humor, and joy in seeing the
world. After the birth of their son in 1988, the two spent their time raising children and
giving to their community.
Jan could never give enough to those around her. She served at First United Methodist
Church as a Sunday school teacher, and was a board member at the YMCA, the Mustard
Seed Ranch, Cookeville Cityscape, and Community Work Rehabilitation. She was a
founding member of the Magnolia Garden Club and the Cookeville Collector’s Club. She
rarely met a stranger, and when she did, they weren’t strangers for long.
She is survived by her husband Chuck Jordan of Cookeville; her sister, Dawn Hubbard;
her brother, Gregg Parsons; her daughters, Kelly Valen and Jodi Jordan; her sons, Ward
Jordan and Spencer Huddleston; her children by marriage, Gus Valen and Nikki
Huddleston; her grandchildren, Anthony Valen, Katherine Valen, Wyatt Huddleston, and
Lucy Huddleston. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her brother,
Scott Parsons.
Jan would have seen no coincidence in the fact that her granddaughter, bearing her

likeness, came into the world less than two weeks ago. She saw the goodness and light in
this world as a finite resource, and one to be recklessly shared. As her light faded, she
would have found immense joy in seeing it grow brighter in others. She will be dearly
missed.
A memorial service for Jan will be held 12 p.m. on Saturday, January 12th at First United
Methodist Church Cookeville with Rev. Rob Wheeler officiating. Her family will be
receiving friends at Hooper-Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home on Friday January 11th
from 4pm to 6pm and again Saturday from 11 a.m. until service time at the church.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the TTU Foundation in name of the Dawn
Parsons Hubbard and Janet Parsons Jordan Scholarship Endowment. Checks can be
mailed to the TTU Foundation, Box 1915, Cookeville, TN 38505 or you may give online at
www.tntech.edu/giving.
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Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Cookeville Chapel of Hooper-Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home
59 N. Jefferson Avenue, Cookeville, TN, US, 38501
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Cookeville First United Methodist Church
165 E. Broad St., Cookeville, TN, US, 38501

JAN
12

Service

12:00PM

Cookeville First United Methodist Church
165 E. Broad St., Cookeville, TN, US, 38501

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Hooper Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home & Cremation Service - January 11, 2019 at 03:26 PM

“

I grew up with Janet at Happy Haven. I still remember us building pretend houses out
of old baby blankets. She always ended up being the mom. I have thought about her
so much over the years. She was my friend at Happy Haven. We went to grade
school together and had the same teachers. The last time I saw her she came to visit
my foster mom in the Cookeville hospital. She was so sweet to a dear little old lady.
She will be missed. I am glad she found happiness in her life. We used to share so
many secrets as little 8 year old girls. I still have pictures of her. Praying for her entire
family. This is Charlene Carr Case—-Nashville

Charlene Case - January 17, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

Chuck, Spencer, Ward, and family,
Jan was such an upbeat member of the medical auxiliary back when I was president.
I appreciated her encouragement and helpful suggestions. She was always practical
and stylish. Thanks to her tip, I keep tote bags in the car to use less plastic. Her
enthusiasm about you all was unwavering! She was a trooper, like you. It's a blessing
that she is no longer struggling. We were lucky to have her as long as we did! Her
joyful spirit lives on!
Thank you for sharing the great video!
Warmly, Diane Glasgow

Diane Glasgow - January 12, 2019 at 12:47 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 11, 2019 at 02:39 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 11, 2019 at 11:04 AM

“

I knew Janet (as we called her) during our school years when she lived at Happy
Haven. We were good friends and enjoyed going back and forth to each other's
houses. I haven't talked to her in several years and so saddened to learn of her
passing. She was a sweet person and a strong lady who came through difficult times
in her life and from reading her obituary seems to have had a wonderful, caring and
giving life. I am thankful and blessed for having known her. To all of her family, please
know how sorry I am for your loss. May God be with you and comfort you during this
difficult time.

Debbie Swallows - January 11, 2019 at 10:15 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 11, 2019 at 09:53 AM

“

A Nurse's Prayer: Please help me to bring Comfort where the is pain
Courage where there is fear. Hope where there is despair
Acceptance when the end is near and a gentle touch with tenderness ,
patience and love.
This was Jan Jordan to me. She was not only a great nursing colleague but a
beautiful, loving and giving friend who will always hold a special place in my heart!
How softly you tiptoed into our world, almost silently, only a moment
you stayed. But. What an imprint your footprints have left upon our hearts!
(Gertrude Ferguson)
Farewell my friend until we meet again!

Carol Boles - January 11, 2019 at 09:43 AM

“

Jim/Maude, Sharon, Janene/Opal purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of
Jan Jordan.

Jim/Maude, Sharon, Janene/Opal - January 11, 2019 at 09:12 AM

“

Jan Parson was one the sweetest, most kind, classmates from the Class of 1976 at
Livingston Academy. She was a friend to me and one of the traditions at our school
was for the female to ask a male to walk with them at graduation and Jan asked me.
It was an honor for me. We both dated someone who graduated in different years
than we did so who better to walk with than a close friend. We had numerous classes
together and shared stories and talked about life. I lost touch with Jan as the years
went by until the early 2000’s when she contacted me about her son visiting colleges
in the northeast because my son had attended Dartmouth. It was like we picked right
up from our high school days. We lost touch again after that and I am saddened to
read of her passing. I have many fond memories of her. May she Rest In Peace.
Prayers for her family and her many friends during this time.

Mark Houser - January 10, 2019 at 11:25 PM

“

Patrick McMahon and Team / Net Dev and Contracting purchased the Peaceful
White Lilies Basket for the family of Jan Jordan.

Patrick McMahon and Team / Net Dev and Contracting - January 10, 2019 at 03:42 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 10, 2019 at 11:47 AM

“

Jan, Inka Winningham and myself, Pooie Cantrell all had physics together as
seniors. My favorite memory of that class was having a little free time one day. The 3
of us used it to see what our names would be backwards. To this day, I can
remember all 3 of our names without looking at any spelling. Jan was pure joy to be
around.

Pooie Cantrell - January 09, 2019 at 08:34 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 09, 2019 at 08:20 PM

“

Loved working with Jan. She was always smiling and happy. So very sorry for your
loss. Prayers for the family and friends

Denise Rezny - January 09, 2019 at 06:29 PM

“

Our hearts are broken. What an amazing young woman! She was a breath of fresh
air, a bright light in the world! Always made you feel important. Sweetest person l’ve
ever known. Praying for peace and comfort for you Chuck and your wonderful family.
Love, Patsy Harcum

Patsy Harcum - January 09, 2019 at 04:56 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Jan Jordan.

January 08, 2019 at 11:01 PM

“

Chuck, my precious prayers are with you and all your family. I have known Jan since
she was 6 years old and loved her with all my heart.

Teresa Gunter Smith - January 08, 2019 at 10:15 AM

“

Tim Goryl lit a candle in memory of Jan Jordan

Tim Goryl - January 08, 2019 at 01:55 AM

“

To my precious childhood friends Dawn and Teddy, my heart is broken for you. Only
wonderful memories of Jan and all of our times together playing at Willow. To Chuck,
know Lloyd and I are keeping you close in our thoughts and prayers. Jan loved you
dearly which was so beautiful and evident in her life. Lloyd and Darlene Armstrong
Franklin

darlene franklin - January 07, 2019 at 11:36 PM

“

Paula Lafever lit a candle in memory of Jan Jordan

Paula Lafever - January 07, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

Chuck, My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Jan was a lovely lady, a Great
friend. I am so Blessed to have so many Loving memories, through the years I have
known you both, Love Mary Huffines

Mary Huffines - January 07, 2019 at 07:56 PM

“

Lisa Ledford lit a candle in memory of Jan Jordan

Lisa Ledford - January 07, 2019 at 07:54 PM

“

Sending our thoughts and prayers over the passing of Jan. What a beautiful soul
who we are all blessed to have had in our lives. May her memory be eternal. XOXO
Tom, Angie, Caroline, Thomas, & Anthony Retzios

Angela Retzios - January 07, 2019 at 02:39 PM

